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The shootings in Orlando on June 12, 2016, are certainly in our minds this 
month; 50 people were killed and 53 wounded by an ISIS shooter with a 
handgun and an AR-15. Most were taken to a Level 1 Trauma Center only a 
few blocks away. Many of us know the trauma surgeons there and Dr. 
Semon recently completed his training there, so it was especially poignant 
for the trauma team. see: www.daytondailynews.com/news/news/local/
dayton-trauma-surgeon-training-saved-lives-in-orla/nrfhJ/ .The American College of 
Surgeons is placing a spotlight on this issue and is engaged nationally, pursuing legislation 
directed at supporting the following position statement:
Because violence inflicted by guns continues to be a daily event in the United States and 
mass casualties involving firearms threaten the health and safety of the public, the American 
College of Surgeons supports: 
1. Legislation banning civilian access to assault weapons, large ammunition clips, and 
munitions designed for military and law enforcement agencies. 
2. Enhancing mandatory background checks for the purchase of firearms to include gun 
shows and auctions. 
3. Ensuring that health care professionals can fulfill their role in preventing firearm injuries 
by health screening, patient counseling, and referral to mental health services for those 
with behavioral medical conditions. 
4. Developing and promoting proactive programs directed at improving safe gun storage 
and the teaching of non-violent conflict resolution for a culture that often glorifies guns 
and violence in media and gaming. 
5. Evidence-based research on firearm injury and the creation of a national firearm injury 
database to inform federal health policy. 
From www.facs.org/about-acs/statements/12-firearm-injuries
AAS Award Opportunities 
The AAS has announced that the application process is now open for grant and award 
opportunities for 2016 and 2017. To apply to any of the awards listed, click on the award 
title on this page: www.aasurg.org/awards/index.php
Faculty
EAST Accepting Nominations and Applications for Several Awards and Scholarships 
The Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma (EAST) is accepting nominations and 
applications for several awards and scholarships. Letters of Intent for the new EAST 
Multicenter Trial Junior Investigator Award are due Monday, August 15. Letters of Intent for 
EAST’s Trauma Research Scholarship and the John M. Templeton, Jr., M.D. Injury Preven-
tion Research Scholarship are also due Monday, August 15. Due Monday, October 31, are 
essays for the Oriens Award—This Is Why I Want a Career in Trauma and nominations for 
the John P. Pryor, M.D. Distinguished Service Award. Visit the EAST website for details.
Melissa Roelle, M.D., has been elected to serve for two years on the 
WSU BSOM Nominating Committee. Dr. Roelle’s term of office begins on 
July 1, 2016.
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Save the Date
Intern Resident Research Seminar 
October 24, 2016 
8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Committees
DOS Financial Subcommittee Meeting 
Friday, July 15, 6–7 a.m.
DOS Faculty Meeting 
Friday, July 15, 7–8:30 a.m. 
All committee meetings are held at MVH, WCHE 
Building, 7th Floor, DOS Conference Room.
Call for Abstracts
The 12th Annual Academic Surgical  
Congress (ASC) 
Deadline: August 22, 2016
http://academicsurgicalcongress.org 
Department of  
Surgery eConnections: 
Wikispaces
wsudos.wikispaces.com
flying-scalpel.wikispaces.com
Facebook
facebook.com/WSU.GeneralSurgeryResidency 
facebook.com/WSU.Department.of.Surgery 
facebook.com/BSOMSurgeryClub
Core Scholar 
corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/surg_comm/
James B. Peoples, M.D., Surgical Society 
medicine.wright.edu/student-life/student-organi-
zations/james-b-peoples-md-surgical-society
Wellness Corner 
The NEJM has a resident page that has a 
resident blog as well as addressing issues for 
residents regarding debt management, 
starting residency and burnout, and videos of 
recent articles. 
https://resident360.nejm.org/pages/home
If you have any information you would like  
to share with the other members of the 
department, or professional or special events 
happening in your life, please e-mail Kathleen 
at Kathleen.Wallace@wrightstatephysicians.org 
by the 15th of the month. The Faculty and 
Staff Update will be e-mailed the first of  
the month.
Chair’s Message
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Residents 
Welcome to the 2016 WSU Surgery Interns!
Fundamentals of Critical Care Support (FCCS) Course, June 9-10
The initial class of the Fundamentals of Critical Care Support (FCCS) course was offered on 
June 9-10, 2016. The FCCS course is designed to help prioritize needs assessments for the 
critically ill patient, select appropriate diagnostic tests, recognize and respond to an unstable 
patient, and recognize and initiate management of acute life-threatening injuries. 
Dr. Greg Semon served as the course director with April Newsom as the course coordinator. 
Drs. Randy Woods, Kathryn Tchorz, and Melissa Whitmill served as instructors for the 
course. Dr. Christine Kovac and Dr. Steven Burdette served as expert faculty. The following 
faculty/physicians served as course instructor candidates: Dr. Alyssa Gans, Dr. Thuan Dang, 
Dr. Mary Stuever and Dr. Mbaga Walusimbi. 
Thank you to everyone who made the initial course a success! 
Bottom Row (l-r): Dr. Best, Dr. Brunk, Dr. Sensing, Dr. Tong, Dr. Bree
Top Row (l-r): Dr. Babbitt, Dr. Morse, Dr. Gieger, Dr. Yourison, Dr. Choi, Dr. Deiters, Dr. Guinn, 
Dr. Kemp-Dukes, Dr. McKinley
June 17 Welcome Picnic at the  
Home of Dr. & Mrs. Randy Woods
Daniel W. Elliott Award
Congratulations to Nicole Craker, this year’s 
recipient of the Dan W. Elliott Award. The 
Dan W. Elliott, M.D. Award was established 
in 2003 in honor of the founding chair of the 
Wright State University Boonshoft School of 
Medicine Department of Surgery. The award 
recognizes outstanding performance in 
surgery in medical school by a student who 
has matched in surgery or a surgical specialty. 
Nicole is pursuing Otolaryngology at the 
University of Kentucky Medical Center.
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY UPDATE
 July 2016
Welcome New Surgery Clerkship Students
The Department of Surgery is excited to 
welcome the new medical students to the 
surgery clerkship. This is the fi rst rotation for 
the new academic year. A special thank you 
to all who helped during orientation and 
TEAM Training: Dr. William Rundell, Dr. 
Rachel Armstrong, Dr. Carla Christ, Dr. Travis 
Stephensen, Dr. Peter Ekeh, Dr. Patricia 
Braeuning, Dr. Mary McCarthy, Dan Nolan, 
Shannon Webb and Jensen Kolaczko. 
The eight-week surgery clerkship has been 
changed to include four weeks of a general 
surgery rotation, two weeks of a trauma 
rotation and two weeks of a surgery sub 
specialty elective. All students will now be 
rotating on trauma and will have one night 
call shift during these two weeks. Several of the MVH services (plastics, burn, and vascular) 
and the VA vascular service are now being treated as a surgical sub specialty to ensure that 
students receive a suffi cient general surgery experience.
Given the changes in the clerkship, we are trying to implement an evaluation system of the 
students that will help facilitate more timely feedback and be less time consuming for the 
preceptors. Evaluations comprise 30 percent of the students overall clerkship grade. Of this, 
two-thirds of the grade will come from their four-week general surgery evaluations and 
one-third will come from evaluations received by their trauma preceptors. The surgical sub 
specialty evaluation will be a pass/fail and also require the student to write and share a learning 
objective with their preceptor. When on trauma, students will have a paper evaluation to give to 
the attending on call that week and to the residents. These should be fi lled out weekly and be 
returned to the Surgery Clerkship Offi ce in a sealed and signed envelope that will be provided 
by the student. When on their general surgery rotation, students will have a mid-term surgical 
formative feedback evaluation that will need to be completed. The end of their four-week 
general surgery rotation will continue to be evaluated through New Innovations. 
As we work through this new schedule and look for ways to streamline the evaluation 
process, please contact Melissa Roelle, M.D., clerkship director, or Jessica Poprocki, 
clerkship coordinator, if you have any questions or suggestions for improvement or changes. 
We truly appreciate all you do for our students!
New students practice gowning and gloving
PUBLICATIONS
Peer Reviewed 
Streib E, Blake D, Christmas AB, Clancy K, Cocanour C, Cooper C, 
Driscoll RP, Eastman AL, Ekeh AP, Gonzalez R, Hinsdale JG, Joseph 
K, Kuhls DA, Thomas SG, Cooper Z. AAST statement on fi rearm 
injuries. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2016; 80 (6),849. doi: 10.1097/
TA.0000000000001090 [doi].
Semon G, McCarthy MC, reviewer. Selected Readings in General 
Surgery. 2016:42(4):e1. http://web2.facs.org/SRGS_Connect/wysk/
wysk0716.cfm. Review of: Pieracci FM, Lin Y, Rodil M, et al. A 
prospective, controlled clinical evaluation of surgical stabilization of 
severe rib fractures.
PRESENTATIONS
Oral Presentations
Barnett SJ, Katz Z. Innovative therapy: Defi nition and an ethical 
framework for providing innovative surgical therapy to children. Oral 
presentation at: American Pediatric Surgical Association; 2016 May 
15; San Diego, CA. 
Poster Presentations
Stacey Ackerman, Shoshana Daniel, Rebecca Baik, Ali Andreasen, 
Emelline Liu, Scott Tackett, Minia Hellan. Comparison of conver-
sion rates between robotic-assisted and laparoscopic anterior rectal 
resection for rectal cancer: Which patients and providers could 
benefi t most from robotic-assisted surgery? Poster presentation at: 
Academy Health Annual Meeting; 2016 Jun 26-28; Boston, MA.
Video Presentations
Kranker L, Hellan M. Robotic sigmoid resection with fl uorescence-
guided ureter identifi cation. Video presentation at: Daniel Elliott 
Resident Research Symposium; 2016 May 11; Dayton OH.
Scholarly Activity (Faculty bolded, residents/students italicized)
Students
